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PRELUDE 
 

P Please rise. 

 

THE INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen.   
 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

P First, we light a candle to remember the people we have loved 

and lost.  We name them before you as we remember them:  

the joys and sorrows we shared, the memories we hold most 

dear.  We hold them before you, Emmanuel, God with us, 

giving thanks for their lives. 

C Amen.   

 

P The second candle we light for when we lose direction in our 

lives.  We want so much to know where we are and where we 

ought to be headed. O Emmanuel, you ask us to be full of 

faith, to believe deep within that you are our signpost and our 

guide, and to trust in your presence. Your words to us are 

clear: “Do not fear, I go before you.”  Take our lives and use 

them according to your will. Take all that is lost in us and 

bring it home with you. 

C Amen. 



 

 

P The third candle we light is to redeem the pain of loss; the loss 

of relationships, the loss of jobs with the security they bring, 

the loss of health in ourselves or in family members, the loss 

of joy and peace in our lives from the stresses which surround 

us, the loss and loneliness we experience when our loved ones 

do not share our faith, the difficult-to-name losses when a 

hoped-for future will never be. As we gather up the pain of the 

past we offer it to you, O Emmanuel, asking that into our open 

hands you will place the gift of peace. 

C Amen. 

 

P The fourth candle we light as a sign of hope, the hope that the 

Christmas story offers to us. We remember, O Emmanuel, that 

you share our lives and promise us a place and time of no 

more pain and suffering. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OPENING HYMN 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Verses 1 & 3 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

P Today and all days embrace us in a love that knows no end.  

Today and all days fill us with a power that overcomes.  

Today and all days encourage us with a word that nourishes.  

Today and all days inspire us with a hope that sustains.  

Today and all days comfort us with a peace that endures.  

Today and all days bring wholeness of body, mind and spirit.  

Today, and all days, in Christ’s name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

P Please be seated. 

 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
 

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD 

your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, 

I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah 

said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 

mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the LORD himself 

will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 

bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and 

honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 

deserted. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  

 

L Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,   

         you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

C  You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 

L before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 

C Stir up your might, and come to save us! 

L Restore us, O God; 

C  let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

L  O Lord GOD of hosts, 

C how long will you be angry with your people's prayers? 

L You have fed them with the bread of tears, 

C and given them tears to drink in full measure. 

L You make us the scorn of our neighbors; 

C our enemies laugh among themselves. 

L Restore us, O God of hosts; 

C let your face shine, that we may be saved.  

L But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

C  the one whom you made strong for yourself. 

L Then we will never turn back from you; 

C  give us life, and we will call on your name. 

L Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

C let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

 



 

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 

 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for 

the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his 

prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who 

was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared 

to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we 

have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 

faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including 

yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all God's 

beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THIRD READING: Matthew 1:18-25 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 

together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 

to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he 

had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill 

what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:23"Look, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 

Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke 

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 

her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had 

borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

REFLECTION 
The Rev. Karen Nelson, Pastor 

                    

     

                 



 

RITE OF REMEMBRANCE 

 
P The Bible declares that Jesus Christ is the light of the world, the 

light no darkness can overcome. Tonight, we light candles as an 

action to speak what a million words cannot name.  We light 

candles as an act of prayer or service or faithfulness for those we 

wish to remember, for our families, for what we have lost, for 

healing, for ourselves, for the gifts of faith and hope.  

 

During the singing of the hymns, members of the assembly may 

come forward and prayerfully light candles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

HYMNS 
 

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

1ST AND LAST VERSE 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                         



 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

1ST AND LAST VERSE 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                         

 
 

 

 



 

O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER 

THE LORD IS MY SONG 
 
                                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                  

 



 

P Please sit or kneel. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

L In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

L For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  

    let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

L For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

L For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all 

may share, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

L For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; 

for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and 

protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 



 

L For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, and 

for those who are in captivity, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

L For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and 

need, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

L For all servants of the church, for this assembly, and for all 

people who await from the Lord great abundant mercy, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

L  Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, 

rejoicing in the communion of all the saints, we commend 

ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, through 

Christ our Lord. 

C To You, O Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer in unison… 

 

C My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.  I do not 

see the road ahead of me.  I cannot know for certain where 

it will end.  Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I 

think I am following your will does not mean that I am 

actually doing so.  But I believe that the desire to please 

you does in fact please you.  And I hope I have that desire 

in all that I am doing.  I hope that I will never do anything 

apart from that desire.  And I know that if I do this you 

will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing 

about it.  Therefore, I will trust you always, though I may 

seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.  I will not fear, 

for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to 

face my perils alone.  Amen.  

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

 



 

P Please Rise. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 

P God be in you… always 

God be in your resting  

God be in your waking 

God be in your speaking 

God be in your listening 

God be in your fullness 

God be in your emptiness 

God be in your laughing 

God be in your weeping 

God be in your busyness 

God be in your quietness  

In the name of the father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CLOSING HYMN 

IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR 

   1ST AND LAST VERSE 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

Serving Today 

Greeter Marilou Doughty 

Usher Lori Peltier 

Lectors Craig Moyer & Nancy 

Klein 

Advent Wreath Lighter Lori Peltier 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christmas Season at Trinity 

All Services are In Person & Livestreamed 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
WORSHIP SERVICES 

3:00 PM 
6:30 PM Prelude 

7:00 PM 
 

  

LESSONS & CAROLS 
Sunday, December 29th  

 10:00 AM                   


