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PRELUDE

WELCOME

CAROL ELW #283 O Come All Ye Faithful



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
C Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O

God, and open our minds to the knowledge of your
word, that in all things we may think and act
according to your good will and may live
continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.



First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 Leslie Askonas

2 The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
    on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied exultation;
    you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
    as with joy at the harvest,
    as people exult when dividing plunder.
4 For the yoke of their burden
    and the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor,
    you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors
    and all the garments rolled in blood
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6 For a child has been born for us,
    a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders,
    and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Great will be his authority,
    and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
    He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.



CAROL ELW #292 “Love Has Come” vs. 1



Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a Brenda Aslin
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
    who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
    one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
    from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time
    when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
    to the people of Israel.
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of
the LORD,
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
    to the ends of the earth,
5 and he shall be the one of peace.
    If the Assyrians come into our land
    and tread upon our soil,
we will raise against them seven shepherds
    and eight rulers.



CAROL ELW #279
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” vs. 1



Third Reading: Luke 1:26-38 Lynn Chialastri
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort
of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can
this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed
from her.



CAROL ELW #275
“Angels, from the Realms of Glory” vs. 1



Fourth Reading: Luke 1:46-56 Ann Dungan
46 And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of
his servant.
    Surely from now on all generations will call me
blessed,
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
    and holy is his name;
50 indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him
    from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;
    he has scattered the proud in the imagination of
their hearts.
52 He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones
    and lifted up the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things
    and sent the rich away empty.
54 He has come to the aid of his child Israel,
    in remembrance of his mercy,
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
56 And Mary remained with her about three months
and then returned to her home.



CAROL ELW #251
“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” vs. 1



Fifth Reading: Luke 2:1-7 Michael Martorelli

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that
all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of
David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place in the guest room.



CAROL ELW #277 “Away in a Manger” vs. 1



Sixth Reading: Luke 2:8-20 Becky Shadle
8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the
manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told
them.



CAROL ELW #289
“Angels We Have Heard on High” vs. 1



Seventh Reading: Luke 2:21-35 Leslie Askonas
21 When the eighth day came, it was time to circumcise the
child, and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel
before he was conceived in the womb. 22 When the time
came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the
Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is
stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and
the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit,
Simeon came into the temple, and when the parents brought
in the child Jesus to do for him what was customary under
the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying, 29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in
peace, according to your word, 30 for my eyes have seen
your salvation, 31     which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the
gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what
was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and
said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the
falling and the rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that
will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul, too.”



CAROL ELW #295
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” vs. 1



Eighth Reading: Luke 2:36-40 Brenda Aslin
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel,
of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived
with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple
but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and
day. 38 At that moment she came and began to praise God
and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom, and the favor of God was upon him.



CAROL ELW #296 “What Child Is This” vs. 1



Ninth Reading: John 1:1-14 Lynn Chialastri

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning
with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overtake it.
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to
what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full
of grace and truth.



CAROL ELW #276
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” vs. 1 & 2



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH Ann Dungan

L Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers
for the church, the earth, and all people.
A brief silence.

L For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless
the education ministries of your church. Guide Sunday
school teachers, college and seminary professors, and Bible
study leaders in our ongoing faith formation and curiosity.
God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

L For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of
pangolins and porcupines, penguins and parrots, and all
wild animals and creeping things. Increase our knowledge
of the natural world and the care of its inhabitants. God of
grace,

C receive our prayer.

L For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who
lead with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience. Let your peace rule in their hearts and in all lands.
God of grace,

C receive our prayer.



L For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch
over all who travel this holiday season. Accompany those
who are alone or ill. Console parents and children whose
relationships are strained or severed.

We especially pray for those who are unable to be with us
today: Sandy, Dot, Nancy, Joe & Diane.

For those in need of God’s healing love and strength: 
Steve, Rick, Brandon, Mike, Stacy, Joan, Jane, Peggy,
Anna, Marita, Heather, Tilly, Paula, Tom, Susan, Vince,
Bob, Carol, Leslie, Katrina, Mary, Sherry, Rhiana, Edward,
Megan, Jed, Wayne, Phyllis, & Sandra

For those in need of God’s guidance, protection and
strength: Christine & Hope

In gratitude for God’s abundance.

For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one: 

For those who serve and protect our nation: Jordan, Brian,
& Craig.

And for those who we hold in our hearts, and those whose
needs are known only to you God.

God of grace,
C receive our prayer.



L For the ministry of this place, we pray. Let the word of
Christ dwell among us. In times of conflict, clothe us in
love and move us to forgiveness. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

L We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your
grace made known to all, through the Word made flesh,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



CAROL ELW #270
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”



BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon
you with His favor and ☩ give you His peace.

C Amen.  

SENDING

P Joy to the World...the Lord is come!
Go in peace and joy. 

C Thanks be to God!



Serving Today:
Lectors Leslie Askonas, Brenda Aslin, Lynn

Chialastri, Ann Dungan,Michael
Martorelli, Becky Shadle

Greeter Jenny Anderson
Ushers Jeff Shadle & Lori Peltier
Coffee Hour Becky Shadle & Ann Dungan
Building Opener Jeff Shadle
Counting Team Dave Stone, Lori Peltier &Meg Smith


