Maundy Thursday
April 17, 2025

OUR MISSION:
To make disciples for Jesus Christ,
to baptize and to teach the faith,
that all may know the hope of Jesus Christ
and become responsible members of His church.
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Assistive technology for the hearing impaired is available.
Please see the operator in the sound booth.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with
Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus death and
resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the
central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this
meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love
in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this
holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the
world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.

PRELUDE MUSIC
WELCOME

P  Now, let us take a moment 1in silent reflection as we clear our hearts and minds
for worship.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.



CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the * Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation,
come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin

to live for you alone.

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin,

receive your forgiveness,

and grow into the fullness

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

While we still were sinners,

Christ died for us.

Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
God promises to heal us and forgive us.
Let us confess our sin

in the presence of God

and of one another.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

For self-centered living,
And for failing to walk with humility and gentleness:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.



For misuse of human relationships,
and for unwillingness to see the image of God in others:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

For jealousies that divide families and nations,
and for rivalries that create strife and warfare:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God,
and for carelessness with the fruits of creation:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

For hurtful words that condemn,
and for angry deeds that harm:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ,
and for squandering the gifts of love and grace:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.

Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us and gives us the power to proclaim
the mighty acts of the one who called us out of darkness into his marvelous
light. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I declare that you are forgiven of all your sins,

in the name of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I declare that you are
forgiven of all your sins.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG
WOV 644

A New Commandment
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a
new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this
commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he
was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

A

P Please be seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover.
This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God s
people from the threat of death. The early church described the Lords supper using imagery
from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God's people from
sin and death.

'The Lorb said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: “This month shall mark
for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. “Tell
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. “If a household is too small for a
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. ["Your lamb shall be
without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.
“You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 'They shall take some of the
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat
it. “They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. "Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water,
but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. '"You shall let none
of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall
burn. ] "' This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet,
and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the
Lorbp. (Reading Continues on Next Page)



“For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lorp. "The blood shall be a sign for you
on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no
plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the Lorp; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual
ordinance.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

L  'Tlove the Lorp, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
C  “for the Lorp has given ear to me
whenever I called.
L  ""How shall I repay the LorD
for all the good things God has done for me?
C "I will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lorb.
L "I will fulfill my vows to the LorD
in the presence of all God’s people.
C  ""Precious in your sight, O Lorb,
is the death of your servants.
L  '°O Lorp, truly I am your servant;
[ am your servant, the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
C "I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the Lorb.
L "I will fulfill my vows to the LorD
in the presence of all God’s people,
C  "in the courts of the Lorp’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

P Please rise.



GOSPEL: John 13:1-17

P The holy gospel according to John, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

The story of the last supper in John's gospel recalls a remarkable event not
mentioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his
disciples and urging them to do the same for one other.

'Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end. “The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas
son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper “Jesus, knowing that the
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was
going to God, ‘got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. “Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. “He came to Simon
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 'Jesus answered,
“You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” “Peter said
to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you
have no share with me.” "Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also
my hands and my head!” "“Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of
you.” ""For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you
are clean.”

"“After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? '“You call me
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. "“So if I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. "For I
have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. '“Very truly,
I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than
the one who sent them. ''If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

P Please be seated.



SERMON

The Reverend Karen Nelson, Pastor
P Please rise.

SERMON HYMN
ELW 708

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are near - by and  far a - way.
all  these are neigh-bors to us and  you.
this is the way we will live with  you.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED

P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Please sit or kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us pray.

Holy God, we come to you in prayer for the church, your good creation, and
all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Heal the wounds of your church, O God. As we remember your
commandment to love one another, guide us toward reconciliation within the
body of Christ. Bless all who gather around the world and in this community
for these holy three days. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Renew the life of your creation. Restore lands suffering from chronic drought
or flood, and protect fragile habitats from destruction. Encourage all who
strive to build more sustainable systems for life and thriving. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Bring peace and justice among your people. Where there is oppression or fear,
bring liberation and hope. Instill wisdom and humility in local and national
leaders, and guide them to serve their communities in the way of Jesus. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Console all who suffer. We pray especially for all who are lonely and yearning
for community. Assure them of your loving presence. Come alongside all who
cry out to you in any need.

We especially pray for those who are unable to be with us today: Sandy, Dot,
Nancy, Joe & Diane.

For those in need of God’s healing love and strength: Charles, Steve, Mike,
Richard, Joan, Peggy, Anna, Marita, Tilly, Heather, Kylar, Susan, Tom, Leslie,
Al, Brenda, Lynne, Melissa, Lorraine, Margarita, Sandra, Nancy, and Bob.

For those in need of God’s guidance, protection and strength.
Meg



In gratitude for God’s abundance.

For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one:
For Lynne Schell upon the death of her sister.

For those who serve and protect our nation: Jordan, Brian, Craig & Eve.

And for those who we hold in our hearts, and those whose needs are known
only to you God.

God of Grace,
hear our prayer.

In the bread and cup we share, you show us the way of love poured out for the
whole world. Nourish all who hunger in body or in spirit, that they experience
the life abundant that flows from you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love,
in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

Amen.

Please be seated.

MEDITATION



AT AT AT

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.

You gather your people around the tree of the cross,
transforming death into life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated until the invitation.



LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

P The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
C Amen.

To receive Holy Communion please come by the center aisle to the pastor to receive the
bread (wafer) and then proceed to the communion assistant for intinction (dipping your
wafer in the wine) and then eat, then return to your seat by the side aisle.

Non alcoholic wine is used at all services.
A gluten free wafer is available, simply tell the Pastor when you approach.

If you are not communing and desire a personal blessing please come to Pastor
with your hands at your sides.

P Please rise.



COMMUNION BLESSING

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you forever in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power
of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body
and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in
the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated.



STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

The service concludes with the stripping of the altar. The assembly sits or kneels.
The sacramental elements and vessels, linens and paraments are removed from the
worship space.

Psalm 22

L  'My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?

“My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
by night, but I find no rest.

"Yet you are the Holy One,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.

'Our ancestors put their trust in you,
they trusted, and you rescued them.

"They cried out to you and were delivered,
they trusted in you and were not put to shame.

"But as for me, I am a worm and not human,
scorned by all and despised by the people.

"All who see me laugh me to scorn;
they curl their lips; they shake their heads.

““Trust in the Lord; let the Lord deliver;
let God rescue him if God so delights in him.”

’Yet you are the one who drew me forth from the womb,
and kept me safe on my mother s breast.

"I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born,
you were my God when I was still in my mother s womb.

""Be not far from me, for trouble is near,
and there is no one to help.

“Many young bulls encircle me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me.



They open wide their jaws at me,
like a slashing and roaring lion.

"I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint,
my heart within my breast is melting wax.

"My strength is dried up like a potsherd,
my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth,
and you have laid me in the dust of death.

"“Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers circles round me;
they pierce my hands and my feet.

I can count all my bones
while they stare at me and gloat.

"“They divide my garments among them,
for my clothing, they cast lots.

"But you, O Lord, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.

“’Deliver me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.

“'Save me from the lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.

“I will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.

“You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob's line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel.

“'For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;,
neither is the Lord s face hidden from them,
but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.

“From you comes my praise in the great assembly,
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.

“°The poor shall eat and be satisfied.
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!



“"All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.

“*For dominion belongs to the Lord,
who rules over the nations.

“Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship,
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord.

UTheir descendants shall serve the Lord,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

'They shall proclaim God's deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”

All depart in silence.
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Friday April 18th - Good Frida
Worship 7:00 PM

Tenebrae Service (readings and music)

Sunday April 20th - EASTER SUNDAY
Worship 10:00 AM

Choir and Bells
Bell Tree Solo
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